
 



 

2021 Barra ‘Reserve’ Pinot Noir- Made from  
organic grapes, the ‘Reserve’ displays tilled soil 
tones with ripe cranberry and red cherry on the 
palate. Juicy and fruit-forward, enjoy now and 
over the next several years.  
Drink 2023-2028- 91 

2021 Barra ‘Reserve’ Chardonnay- This displays 
straightforward vanilla cream and peach flavors 
with baked apple on the palate. Delicious, enjoy 
now and over the next several years.  
Drink 2023-2028- 90 



Portfolio tasting today with the new wines 

at @barraofmendocino . We’ve found 

their wines before to be of high quality, 

approachable, and affordable and this 

time around was no different! 

 

2021 / Chardonnay / Banana, oak, lemon 

cake, baking spice, vanilla, ripe peach and 

white florals. Round and honeyed mouth-

feel, yellow ripe fruits balanced out by 

medium acidity. The oak integration is still 

strong upfront but fades out pretty quick-

ly out in glass giving you more of the 

sweet yellow fruit notes. Quite lovely. / 

90 points / $24 / 

 

2021/ Pinot Noir / vanilla, spice, and 

toasted oak, black cherry, raspberry, and 

a hint of earthiness/underbrush. Solid 

amount of fruit, brightness on the back 

palate with ample acidity and some 

earthy stem notes of peppercorn. Opens 

up nicely. Richer on day two with the fruit 

and spice. / 91 points / $26 / 

 

2020/ Cabernet Sauvignon / ripe black-

berry, cassis, chocolate covered cherries 

layered with notes of vanilla, leather, and 

a hint of tobacco. Cool-toned, balanced 

mouthfeel with firm tannins and bright 

acidity. A lot to like, and opens up with 

just a little bit of air. / 91 points / $28 / 

 

Affordable quality and no frills. Really love 

what they’re doing at Barra!  

 

Barra 2021 Reserve Chardonnay, Mendocino ($24) BOTTLE 

Made with organic grapes, a flavor profile of lemon battered 
chiffon cake offer a sense of salty minerality. Balanced, with 
pretty floral notes complementing pineapple and pine nuts. 91 

https://www.instagram.com/barraofmendocino/


 





Dark ruby in color with a wide reddish rim, and a strong fruity nose. Full bodied and bold with medium plus acidity.  

Dry and very fruity on the palate with mild complexity. Showing blackberries, plums, raspberries, cooked cherries, spices, cedar, 

vanilla, licorice, chocolates, coffee, peppercorn, mocha and cola. 

 

Tangy finish with medium tannins and raspberries. This is a young Cabernet Sauvignon from Mendocino County, but already good 

by itself as a sipping wine. Nicely balanced, rich and extracted. Tangy and interesting. Needs an hour to open up, 

so be patient. Showing lots of black fruits with chocolate notes right out of the bottle, and once it opens up, more 

red fruits come in to play. Tasty.  

Will continue to age nicely in the next 5 to 7 years. Would be nice to revisit it in 3 years. Organic Cabernet  

Sauvignon grapes were handpicked and aged in (30% new) French Oak barrels for 18 months. 14.5% alcohol by 

volume.  90 points.  

“Delicious, fan-friendly style but shows good complexity as well.” 

 

2020 Barra of Mendocino Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve – USA, California, North Coast, Mendocino  
SRP: $28 

A punchy purple color. Ripe and fun on the nose with black cherries and plum sauce, roasted figs, and 
a cool mix of tar, smoky earth, with chocolate and caramel nuances. The palate shows smooth tannins 

on a ripe but fresh frame, with flavors of roasted figs, blueberries, and black cherries. The nuances of 
black pepper and portobello mushrooms, with roasted red pepper, rose potpourri, some coffee and 

dark chocolate elements. Delicious, fan-friendly style but shows good complexity as well.  

(88 points IJB) 

 

“...it has a fun and accessible style but shows a lot of balance and 
complexity for the price point. “ 

 

2021 Barra of Mendocino Pinot Noir Reserve – USA, California, North Coast, Mendocino 
SRP: $26 

Vibrant ruby color. A bright but sweet nose of red apple peels, raspberries, rhubarb, along with spiced 
tea, library dust, rose petals and pepper. The palate shows dusty tannins and a fresh appeal with tangy 

raspberries and red cherries. Notes of sweet red flowers, spiced tea, rhubarb, white pepper, it has a 
fun and accessible style but shows a lot of balance and complexity for the price point.  

(89 points IJB) 
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Barra of Mendocino Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2020, California 

https://www.cellartracker.com/classic/wine.asp?iWine=4572272
https://www.cellartracker.com/classic/wine.asp?iWine=4584192


 

“A perfectly exuberant  
Pinot, showing classical sprite 
along ripe, user-friendly lines, 
clear, medium garnet-tinged ru-
by in the glass, a nose oily and 
concentrated, the fruit musty 
splendor pumped up on super-
cherry and glycerin-ey smoke. 
There’s a buttery aspect to the 
bouquet feeling a lot more RRV 
than Mendo, but that is the deal-
io usually with ‘reserve’ pinots 
from the North Coast. Sharp 
plum and apricot are laid down 
on moldy blood-orange and 
graphite–steely to a point, but 
never going full-throttle vegetal 
or mineral. It’s lush to smell, 
though dank chararcteristics 
swell throughout. It’s easy and 
probably inexpensive, and that’s 
why you should pay attention. 

 
Tasting it lays down lavish layers of charming cherry and dense blackberry into pinot-

arenas usually reserved for Syrah or Grenache–possibly even cab. Leathery and lush, the 

burn of alcohol coming in early and I’m going to go with an easy 14-5–maybe more. Gin-

ger beer and ginger ale evoke muddy, spicy points of light against a brick wall of power-

ful berry. Ridiculously infantile, with structure chiming in at every corner begging for 

age, the musty citrus making claim to areas untouched by maceration and plush oak. A 

gorgeous pinot: something showing the true potential for Mendo wines and why you 

should seek them out. One of my favorite AVA’s.” 

“A gorgeous pinot: something showing the true potential for Mendo 

wines and why you should seek them out. One of my favorite AVA’s.” 

STEPHEN MCCONNELL 

WINE1PERCENT / 32.6K FOLLOWERS 


